
Spectacular Spud 

Museum, Inc. 

  It has been a long journey 

to reach this point in the 

museum.  There was draft-

ing of legal documents., for-

matting documents to meet 

the IRS criteria, making 

sure all requirements were 

met, and surviving the gov-

ernment shut down of 

2013. Regrettably, that 

shut down delayed this op-

portunity from happening 

until we received the letter  

of approval in 2014. 

   Now what does this all 

define for our museum. All 

donations are now tax de-

ductible for state and fed-

eral tax purposes. Busi-

nesses that offer donation 

match as part of the com-

pany are able to send us a 

matching donation for your 

donation  based on com-

pany guidelines.  

  Businesses that offer do-

nations for their own tax 

deduction purposes are 

able to donate and sponsor 

the museum.  This will as-

sist with growth and pros-

perity for Spectacular Spud 

Museum, Inc.  

  As all of this falls into 

place, we will be able to of-

fer the community more 

and grow. Our staff is still 

an unpaid volunteer staff. 

All funds provided to us 

have gone directly to the 

museum in the form of pro-

jects, equipment, technol-

ogy, upkeep of the business 

and maintaining the web-

site. We are able to remain 

a online “virtual” 

access museum 

with a budget of $5000.00 a 

year. Also, please remem-

ber that our living projects 

do require food and sup-

plies to keep healthy.     

  We have added display 

items to our collection. 

These are kept in a storage 

unit currently and we will 

be excited to finally have a 

building. 

 

Large Wasp Nest that is part of our Na-

ture Display 

Special points of in-

terest: 

∗ The Butterfly Project 

was magnificent with the 

new photo opportunities 

∗ Diving with sharks was a 

great learning experi-

ence. 

∗ We are growing and get-

ting better. 

Changes 

   As with any goal and 

reaching for the goal there 

can be some changes. Our 

current board members 

are: Todd Laughlin 

(President, Secretary), Rus-

sell Merriman (VP) , Erin 

Keuter Laughlin 

(Treasurer) and Jacob R.W. 

Keuter . We are looking to 

add an additional board 

member as well. As we 

grow we need more opin-

ions and ideas at the table.  

  Another change is that we 

have started our college 

intern program. Right now 

we have one intern to as-

sist with office duties and 

help with the invertebrate 

zoo. This program is in de-

velopment; 

 Please e-mail us for more 

information about either 

position. 
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This year we were able to attend 

the 55th Annual Gem, Jewelry, 

and Mineral Show in Spokane, 

Washington. It was held at the 

Spokane County Fair and Expo 

Center in late March.  

 

It was a large event with many 

vendors and enthusiasts showing 

their collections. We saw many ex-

amples of various minerals in their 

natural state, and even bought 

some for the museum collection. 

 

There were lots of worked stone 

and gem examples, some of which 

were carved into varying shapes or 

mounted in settings to be worn as 

jewelry. 
 

It was a great way to see a lot of 

different mineral and gem types all 

in one place. If you are interested 

in rocks, minerals, and gems, there 

might be a show in your area that 

you can attend! 

skin clung to them. Per the instruc-

tions in our kit, we provided warm 

“baths” and brushed the soft skin with 

a paint brush. Bathing caterpillars 

was a delicate task. 

 In the end we had two of the healthy 

creatures emerge as moths. The third 

had difficulty exiting the cocoon. 

These moths would not be native to 

our area so we will have them as part 

of a display in the future.  

 As we expand our project curriculum, 

this year we are including tobacco 

hornworm moths. These caterpillars 

do not look the same as the painted 

lady caterpillars and when they are 

prepared to turn into cocoons they 

burrow into wood chips instead of 

climbing up to hang at the bottom of a 

leaf or part of a tree limb.  

 When these caterpillars shed their 

skin as they grew sometimes edges of 

Spokane Rock Show 2014 

Small Tobacco Hornworm 

Caterpillar 

Raising Tobacco Hornworms 

our area and is not imported from an-

other place. Most people view bees as 

the European Honey Bee and as the 

name suggests, these bees are from 

Europe and not America. For our gar-

den, we acquired Mason Bees which 

are excellent at pollination but do not 

make honey. Blueberries and other 

fruits are dependant on these efficient 

pollinators. Another nice thing about 

this bee species is that its sting is 

mild and those who are allergic to the 

honey bee’s sting do not have a reac-

tion to a Mason Bee. We had one bee 

hive this year and hope to have sev-

eral next year.  

 Our first test garden was started to 

see which plants would do best in our 

soil conditions and climate. Some of 

the plants made it perfectly fine and 

other will not be on a plant list again. 

In scientific terms, we have success 

for what will do best for our native 

bees.  

  If you are wondering what a “native 

bee” is, it is a bee that originated in 

Test Garden 1 and the Mason Bees 
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People who are allergic to honey bee 

stings do not have reactions to the 

mild sting of the mason bee. 

Small Garnet Crystals in Stone 



This was an awesome tour where we 

learned the history of Seattle from the 

ground up.  

When Seattle was first built, it was very 

near to the ocean and the tides would 

cover parts of the land at high tide. That 

wasn't really a problem at first, they just 

didn't build in those areas. As the city 

grew they wanted to be more upscale and 

metropolitan. They ordered a bunch of the 

new invention made by Thomas Crapper, 

an indoor toilet. They ran the sewer down 

to the sea and let the waste go into the 

harbor. When the tide came up, it caused 

a back pressure in the pipes and your 

Crapper was likely to explode violently 

and expel everything you were trying 

to flush down. Several people were 

injured in this way. 

Then there was the great Seattle fire. 

The regular firemen were away and so 

the volunteers took charge. After much 

heckling from the residents that they 

did not know what they were doing, 

they went up on the hill and just 

watched it burn with everyone else. No 

one was injured.  

They saw this as an opportunity to rebuild 

they way they wanted it. So they told all 

the merchants to build a four story build-

ing with the understanding 

that the first floor would be a 

basement someday. They 

built retaining walls around 

all the buildings and ran the 

sewers at the proper heights 

and angles, then packed dirt 

around it all up to the top 

of the retaining walls. 

Then they built the 

streets, and finally the 

sidewalks. 

It was all very interesting to learn the his-

tory of this city. What is the history of 

your city?  

chrysalis. These 

pictures of the 

event show how 

the butterflies 

unlatch the 

edges of the co-

coon and emerge. 

As we have 

documented this 

before but with-

out the clarity 

  This year we had access to dif-

ferent cameras to create a better 

experience for this project. The up 

close and personal view definitely 

made this up close and very de-

tailed.  

  Sometimes it is just luck that 

determines what is photo-

graphed. As it happened, we were 

able to have video and snap shots 

of the butterflies leaving their           

offered with a specialized camera, this  

was very exciting for us to share the 

experience.  

  The videos and slide shows are avail-

able on our YouTube Channel. We 

hope you enjoy them and compare 

them to the last time we did this pro-

ject.  

  In the future we hope to bring simi-

lar opportunities to our supportive 

followers and educators.               

Seattle Underground History-Bill Spiedel's Underground Tour 

Painted Lady Butterflies and their Release 

Butterfly Emerging 

Fancy “Crapper” 

cage and others kept close to the floor 

of the aquarium.  

We were not able to take our cameras 

into the aquarium for the protection of 

the sharks. However, the zoo keepers 

had a camera to film the event for us 

to share with our supporters and fol-

lowers. The video was provided to us 

on a shark shaped USB.  

As part of our education we also dis-

cussed how en-

dangered these 

animals are. 

With shark fin-

ning and habitat 

being endan-

gered, we are 

lucky to have 

this apex preda-

tor in our oceans 

still.  

This year we had a spectacular oppor-

tunity to meet sharks up close and 

personal. As part of the experience we 

wore dry suits and were able to dive 

with them at the aquarium.  

The sharks basically ignored us as 

they did their normal routine. To 

watch these magnificent creatures 

while sharing their watery world was 

fascinating. Some swam around the 

Eye–to-Eye Shark Dive at Point Defiance Zoo 

Shark meet and 

greet is mostly 

the sharks 

ignoring the 

humans.  
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  For the fans of aeronautics, the mu-

seum of flight is a great place to visit 

in Seattle. The collec-

tion that ranges from 

gliders to high speed 

stealth craft is remark-

able.  

 If you have a favorite 

genre of flight, you will 

find a sampling of it 

here. Of course one 

must not forget the 

NASA portion of the 

exhibit as well for the 

future explorers of 

space.  

 The museum campus roams through 

a series of buildings 

and there are volun-

teers to take you on 

guided tours providing 

that addition perspec-

tive that a display sign 

does not inspire. 

 Our tour had a knowl-

edgeable youth about 

age eight or so who 

could answer almost 

all of our guides ques-

tions about specific planes. We let his 

spontaneous excitement determine 

the direction of the tour.  

 This museum is an all day wonder. 

Part of the exhibits are across the 

road and we used a walkway to arrive 

there.  

 From the beginnings of flight, float 

planes, passenger aircraft, mail carri-

ers, fighter planes, NASA, presiden-

tial jets, a concord jet and other crea-

tive aspects of flight are located here. 

To add more fun to it all the museum 

is next to Boeing field airstrip. 

tank with a white bristle-nose ple-

costomus that helps keep the algae to 

a reasonable level. 

 There will be more pictures of these 

frogs in the future along with their 

tank mate. Actually, they are very shy 

and have a habit of dodging the cam-

era when it is their camera day. This 

does create a longer time span to take 

the pictures to create their own little 

slide show. 

 What would our exhibits be without a 

little amphibian help. For this year 

we added African dwarf clawed frogs. 

These little frogs swim, summersault 

and do all types of underwater acro-

batics.  

 This particular display was set up as 

a trial and we think we will get a lar-

ger tank and build a bigger habitat for 

them. Currently, we only have two of 

these little frogs. They share their 

Museum of Flight in Seattle, WA 

African dwarf clawed frog 

Yes, We have Frogs 

of these places offered different as-

pects of history.  

 Then we dined at the Brooks Restau-

rant with its excellent meals and 

huckleberry shakes. This on its own is 

a must stop place.  

 Then our drive continued over two 

mountain passes to the city of Murray 

and its cemetery that is of historical 

presence built into the side of a moun-

tain. Finally we landed at the Sprag-

pole Museum. This museum has dis-

plays of Idaho history and other 

memorabilia of times past. This tour 

took all day long but was worth it.      

 A tour of the Silver Valley was at 

hand. This year was a little different. 

Our guests were from Florida and it 

included our special guest from the 

Philippines who had never been to 

Idaho.  

 The Cataldo Mission in Cataldo, Staff 

House Museum in Kellogg, the Depot 

Museum in Wallace were definitely 

important on our lists of stops.    Each 

Silver Valley Tour with Guests 
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We took a tour of a region of Idaho 

that took a day to pursue.  

Canvas Glider 



This was not a museum project, but a 

venture into researching whether or 

not this would be worthwhile for the 

museum. A company called BioPop-

through a Kickstarter campaign 

wanted to sell a type of algae that 

would glow in the dark when agitated. 

They created a neat home for the crea-

tures in the shape of a dinosaur.  

It does take a while after delivery for 

these little wonders to settle in and 

get used to their environment. There 

had to be temperature adjustments, 

light adjustments, placement in room 

adjustments to reach full potential.  

These do make a wonderful “pet” for 

children will relatively little upkeep. 

If the date of delivery has the box out-

side too long in too cool or too hot of 

temperature their can be some im-

pact.  

If you would like to check this out on 

your own, search for Dino Pet by Bio-

Pop and see what you think. As the 

tiny life forms are still settling into 

their home, we do not have very many 

pictures as of yet. Please be assured 

as we proceed and think of display op-

tions for them, the little “dinos” will 

be a feature at the museum.  

 

raising for our 

building and 

need to have 

these items 

available for the 

displays and for 

the kids to do 

puppet theatre.  

 Our small grass 

roots effort looks 

forward to the 

Every year we have a main focus. 

This year our focus is going to be 

on the small things in our world.  

Bacteria, hydra, protozoa, algae 

and other creatures of the micro-

scopic realm will be shown and 

discussed.  

We will also be increasing the 

amount of puppets for our puppet 

pavilion for the museum.  This is 

important as we are now fund-

year 2015 with ideas and projects. 

This will be exciting for our followers.  

  As we are not able to provide 

“spoilers” for some of the projects, we 

are able to announce that we have an 

intern who will be helping us get the 

work done.  This is going to be a fun 

energetic year where small is big and 

children’s education is still not small 

potatoes.   

Glowing Algae 

Focus for 2015 

Moth and Moss 

Our Dinopet delivery kit 

the numbers of the shrimp going down 

significantly. In order to change this 

cycle, we need to create a more fulfill-

ing setting for them. The larger 

aquarium will also leave room for us-

ing actual camera equipment in the 

aquarium.  

There are a couple of underwater 

cameras available that will be able to 

show what is happening at the small 

scale end of life. 

When we are 

ready to do this, 

we will send out 

twitter and face-

book announce-

ments to keep 

everyone in the 

loop.  

A long time ago we started with sea 

monkeys in their little habitat. Then 

we gave them a bigger one. After that 

we moved them into a one gallon 

tank.  

It is time for them to explore a 2.5 gal-

lon tank with their own light source 

and a heater as well. As we do live in 

North Idaho sometimes it has become 

too close for them and we experience 

Sea Monkey Saga Continues 

It is time too 

move the small 

shrimp into a 

larger habitat. 
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dren, education and inspiring others 

as well. With projects happening, 

newsletter deadlines, creating shared 

files it has been daunting to have this 

all done. 

We welcome Tara , college intern, to 

assist us with the day to day combus-

tion of ideas. She will assist us with 

the computer work as well.  This will 

This has been a year of excitement, 

growth and drama.  

First thing first, we  must say goodbye 

to King Joe who passed away this 

year. We have not found another beta 

with his personality and will wait un-

til the right “Joe” comes our way. 

There was swimming with sharks, go-

ing into the Seattle Underground and 

other historic sites. Airplanes, trains 

and zoos were on the list of the seen 

as well.  

For projects, there were butterflies, 

moths, mantis along with a test gar-

den and mason bees. The invertebrate 

zoo has started as well. So we wel-

come hissing cockroaches millipedes, 

pill bugs, sow bugs and some local 

resident spiders as well.  

For our administrator, she has been 

on the radio this year discussing chil-

make everything easier to manage.  

While speaking of computers, the mu-

seum was able to replace its broken 

one. We still need another computer 

but we are on our way to getting that 

done as well.  

For fundraising, we have gofundme, 

razoo and paypal assisting with our 

online presence. Thank you for your 

support and donations.  

Also, this year we were nominated as 

a Non-Profit of Excellence in Idaho. 

We did not win but the nomination 

made us feel great.  

Well, this is a wrap for this year and 

some adventures may have been left 

out. Thank you again for your sup-

port.  

                             

Phone: 208-699-3408 

 

Email: 

admin@spectacularspudmuseum.com 

A child's education is not small 

potatoes. 

Spokes Spud Corner 

King Joe 

Spectacular Spud 

Museum, Inc. 

 


